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primary studies - published RCT

Open follow-up study of tobramycin nebuliser solution and colistin
in patients with cystic fibrosis.
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Study design (if review, criteria of inclusion for studies)

double-blind crossover study.
Participants

28 subjects with CF
Interventions

Mannitol or placebo 420 mg bid was inhaled over 2 weeks.

Outcome measures

Sputum was collected before and at the end of the 2-week treatment. The solids content, surface tension, contact angle, and
viscoelasticity were measured.

Main results

Two-week treatment with mannitol reduced the solids from 7.3% +/- 3.0% to 5.7% +/- 3.0% (P = .012), surface tension from 83.1 +/- 7.2
to 78.6 +/- 8.0 mN/m (P < .039), and contact angle from 52.4 +/- 7.7 to 47.9 +/- 7.3 degrees. There was no significant change in the
viscoelastic properties of sputum (P > .1). Placebo treatment had no significant effect on the sputum properties. The change in solids
content correlated with the change in both FEV(1) (r = -0.78, P = .004) and forced expiratory flow in the middle half of the FVC (r =
-0.80, P =.003), and the percentage change in surface tension and contact angle correlated with the percentage change in the FEV(1)
(r=-0.73, P =.012 and r =-0.63, P = .03, respectively) in these subjects.

Authors' conclusions

Treatment with inhaled mannitol over 2 weeks improved the hydration and surface properties of sputum in patients with CF. This effect
was sustained and correlated with airway function changes.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jcf.2006.05.009

See also
J Cyst Fibros. 2006 Dec;5(4):261-3. Epub 2006 Jun 27.
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